
7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Beth-
lehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you 
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On enter-
ing the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
left for their own country by another road. 
 

Sermon:  “What do you Fear?  Fear Doesn’t Stop Us”                  
Rev. Dr. Anita K. Herbert 

 

SENDING 
 

*Closing Hymn:   #128 - “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                 W ZLOBIE LEZY   
 
*Benediction                                                                       Rev. Dr. Anita K. Herbert 
 
*Benediction Song:  “Go Now In Peace”                                                 Don Besig 

 
Postlude:  “Sing of God Made Manifest”                                           Jakob Hintze 
                    Jim Moore, Pianist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sunday, January 4, 2026 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 
Rev. Dr. Anita K. Herbert 
Sara Kaczmarski—Spiritual Growth Assistant 
William Bennett—Director of Music 
Jim Moore—Pianist 
Chancel Choir 
Elder-in-Charge:  8:45 am—Kelli Kemmerer 11:00 am—Sheri Page 
Liturgists:  8:45 am—Kelli Kemmerer 11:00am—Shawn Blunt 
Ushers:  8:45 am—Pat Tolbert, Julie McCormick, Doug Hetu, Don Craver 
11:00 am—Lionel Lawson, Jay Johnson, Gayle Alfreds, Mary Summers 
 
Flowers—The flowers are given to the Glory of God by Elaine Segelken 
in celebration of a new year. 

 
Offerings can also be made through the Giving tab at  
summervillepres.org , scanning the QR code to the left 
through the Abundant Giving app from Google Play or the 
Apple Store.  Set up your account and choose  
Summerville Presbyterian Church. 

 

WELCOME 
 
We welcome you to worship this morning!  Please fill out the Connection 
Card in your bulletin and place it in the offering plate during the offering.  
A map of our campus is available in the pew racks.  If you are a guest 
with us, we invite you to Lanneau Hall following the service to visit the 
Welcome Center.    Please see an usher if you need assistance. 
 
Children and Nursery—Nursery is available in Room 203.  We offer two 
nurseries, one for ages 0-2 years and the other for ages 3-4 year-olds.  
We kindly ask that children 5 and above not be dropped off in the  
nursery.  Please ask an usher for a pew pal to help occupy your child  
during the worship service.   If you have any questions, please contact 
Kelly Murphy at summervillepresnursery@gmail.com 
 

STAFF 
 

Rev. Dr. Anita Herbert—Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Ralph Herbert—Discipleship Pastor 
William Bennett—Director of Music 
Jim Moore—Organist 
Joe Swisher and Julia Miller—Co-Directors of Contemporary Worship 
Cecelia Bond—Finance Manager 
Julie McCormick—Administrative Office & Communications  
    Coordinator 
Sara Kaczmarski—Spiritual Growth Assistant  
Kelly Murphy—Nursery Coordinator 
Shirley Gay—Sexton 
Bob Hirsch—Sexton 
 

  

 

407 South Laurel Street, Summerville, SC  29483 
843-871-0280 

SUNDAYS AT SPC 
Nursery is available 8:30 am-12:15 pm in Room 203 

8:45 am—Traditional Service (Sanctuary) 
9:45 am—Coffee Fellowship (Lanneau) 

10:00 am—Sunday School (Education Wing) 
Pre-Reader—Room 103 

K-4th—Room 104 
Tween (5th-8th)—Room 303 

Under the Hill—Room 106 
Genesis—Room 101 
Seekers —Room 201 

10:00 am—Contemporary Service (Gym) 
11:00 am—Traditional Service (Sanctuary) 

“In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,  
magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking,  

“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  
For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.”   

Matthew 2:1-2 



Song of Confession:  “Lord Have Mercy”                                            KYRIE 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy  upon us. 

 
Family of Faith, 
whether you are brave and courageous or fearful and timid, 
God’s love for you knows no end. So join me in these words of  
forgiveness: 
 
Whether fear inspires us to action, 
or stops us dead in our tracks, 
God’s love for us is boundless. 
We are seen. 
We are surrounded with grace. 
We are sent to serve. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 
*Song of Praise:  “Glory Be to the Father”                                        GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen. 
 
*Apostle’s Creed 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth, 
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead, and buried; 
 he descended into hell; 
 the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
 the holy catholic Church; 
 the communion of saints; 
 the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body; 
 and the life everlasting. 
 Amen. 
 
*Passing the Peace 

Please introduce yourself as you pass the peace of Christ. 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 

Church Family Moment                                                                        Sara Kaczmarski             
 
 
 
 

GATHERING 
 

Please prepare your hearts for worship during the prelude. 
“Be still, and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10 

 
Prelude:  “We Three Kings”                                                    John Henry Hopkins 
                   Jim Moore, Pianist 

 
Welcome and Announcements                                  Rev. Dr. Anita K. Herbert 
 
Minute for Mission:     8:45 am—Zachary Storti, Fellowship Ministry Team 

11:00 am—Sheri Page, Fellowship Ministry Team 
 
*Call to Worship  

In the dark of morning, 
the stars still shine. 
In the depth of winter, 
the birds still climb. 
At the start of the year, 
tender and new, 
God is here. 
God is near. 
Do not rest in your fear. 
God is here. 
So like the stars and the birds, 
Let us worship holy God. 
 

*Opening Hymn:  #686 - “God of Our Life”                                          SANDON  
 

*Confession and Pardon  
Friends, on this Epiphany Sunday we stand at the start of a new 
year, and there is nothing better about a new year than the 
chance to begin again. That is exactly what we do in the Prayer of 
Confession. We speak honestly with God and God surrounds us 
with grace. We are able to begin again. So may we start this new 
year, this new season, this new week with God’s grace. 
Let us pray. 
  
Ever-loving God, 
we long for Christmas to usher in a season of peace and joy. 
However, we know that is not how the world works. 
Even just days after Christmas, we find ourselves face to face 
with fear once again. 
So today we pray— 
forgive us when we allow fear to stop us in our tracks. 
Forgive us when our own fear prevents us from following You. 
Forgive us when fear is louder than love. 
Show us how to turn our fear into action. 
Show us how to live like the magi who searched for You in a 
fearful world. 
With hope we pray, Amen. 
 
(Time for silent confession) 
 
 

Prayer of Illumination:                                                                       
God of the stars, like the magi, 
we come to this place searching for You. 
So today, just like every day, 
we ask that You would remove any barricades that keep us from 
your Spirit. 
Clear out the distractions.  Wipe away the doubt. 
Open up our hearts, and speak to us through these ancient words. 
And as You do, we will keep walking. 
As You do, we will move toward You. 
With hope we pray, 
Amen. 
 

First Scripture Reading:  Micah 5:2 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
    who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
    one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
    from ancient days.  
  
This is the word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer            Rev. Dr. Anita K. Herbert 
 
Musical Offering:  “Follow the Star”                                              Linda Spevacek 
                                    8:45 am—William Bennett, solo 

11:00 am—Chancel Choir 
 
*Doxology                                                                                                   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts, 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication          
 
*Reflection Hymn:   #151 - “We Three Kings”                         KINGS OF ORIENT 
   
Second Scripture Reading:  Matthew 2:1-12              Rev. Dr. Anita K. Herbert  

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of  
Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is 
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the  
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to 
shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 


